
Migrant smuggling is about making money by assisting a person to enter or stay in a country 
without having the legal permission to do so. Identifying a migrant smuggler can be 

challenging, but certain signs can help you recognize them. Let’s go over some key indicators.

KEY RED FLAGS OF MIGRANT SMUGGLING

RED FLAGS FOR MIGRANT SMUGGLING

FAKE

Suspicious Recruitment
•O�ers of guaranteed entry or fake documents.
•Targeting vulnerable individuals through 
informal networks or social media.

Payment Demands
•Large upfront fees or installments.
•Unusual payment methods like cash or 
untraceable transactions.

Travel Arrangements
•Unconventional routes with multiple stops.
•Frequent last-minute changes in plans.

False Promises
•Assurances of safe passage or easy entry.
•Providing fake or altered documents.

Control and Coercion
•Confiscating passports or IDs.
•Using threats or violence to maintain control.

Avoidance of Authorities
•Nervous or evasive behavior around o�cials.
•Using fake names or identities.
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Recognising  these  red  flags  can  help  protect  you  and  others  from  the  dangers  of  
migrant smuggling.  Always  seek  regular  and  safe  pathways  for  migration  and  report  

any  suspicious activities to the authorities.

Stay informed and stay safe!
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For more information or support, please contact Migrant Resource Centre Iraq

Unfamiliarity with Legal Procedures
•Advising to avoid legal channels or lie during
interviews.
•Lack of knowledge about legitimate
immigration processes.

Unusual Group Dynamics
•Groups of unrelated individuals traveling together.
•High number of minors or vulnerable people.

Poor Living Conditions
•Overcrowded or substandard housing.
•Temporary or makeshift shelters.

Communication Patterns
•Secretive behavior and coded language.
•Frequent, secretive contact with migrants and
their families.


